
fundus of the uterus, which, by
the counter-pressure of the right
hand, is cautiously pushed down-
ward and backward upon their
tips, the cavity may be examined
without any difficulty. Should
you lind a solid substance in the
uterus, you may, at the time,
take it away. Though, in the
earlier months, you may pass your
hand into the vagina, you must not
even think of passing the entire
band into the uterine cavity. I
bad almost added, that the very
thought is enough to bruise and
tear the parts. If you are, from
former experience, lit to perform
the operation, which I have been
describing, you will find no diffi-
culty in executing the different
parts of it. AVilhout the safety,
or, at all events, the entire future
health of the patient demand the
Operation, it ought not to be done.
It is an evil, justifiable only when
a remedy for one still greater.
If you want skill, have recourse
to some one more dexterous. Di-
lators of the os uteri, and extract-
ors to remove the ovum, have
been contrived ; they are more

likely to do harm than good. Iron
has no feeling for you or the pa-
tient.
There is one other variety of

flooding in the earlier months,
which it may be well to mention
here ; I mean the flooding which
continues after the womb is in
reality thoroughly emptied, of
which I have seen several in-
stances. In the third month, per-
haps, the whole ovum conies

away ; but, instead of shrinking in
the ordinary manner, the womb
still remains very large;—very
lax^-very vascular ; the patient,
of consequence, continuing ob-
noxious to the bleeding. It is by
examination only, as before ex-

plained, that this case may with
certainty be made out, by passing
into the uterine cavity two of the
fingers of the left hand, and coun-
ter-placing on the fundus uteri
above the symphysis pubis the
fingers of the right, the condition
of the womb may be clearly as-
certained. Remember, however,
what was before stated, that to
internal examinations of this kind
you ought never to have recourse,
unless the life or the entire health
of the patient require them. Ge-
nerally, in the earlier months,
women will do very well, provid-
ed you let them alone. And thus
much, then, respecting the more
interesting varieties of earlier
flooding : the rapid ; the tardy ;
the flooding, in which some portion
of the ovum, or some other solid
substance, is retained in the
womb ; and the floodings, lastly,
in which, though the uterine ca-
vity is empty, the haemorrhage
continues nevertheless, the womb
being large, lax, and full of great
vessels, with its vascular orifices
unusually relaxed.

(To bo continued.)

III.
SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN

JOURNALS.

Curious Jlppcarance of the Blood.
By G. Shute, M.D.

Yesterday morning a patient
came to me, complaining of pains
in his head, chest, and buck. His
pursuit is that of a gardener ; age
33 ; rather a spure libre ; temper-
ate habits ; bis pulse hard and
full. I advised him to lose blood;
he consented, and the peculiar
appearances which followed its
abstraction, as a novelty, I am
induced to transmit you an ac-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIV OF UTAH ECCLES on June 27, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



count of. Seven ounces of blood
were taken away ; but before the
arm was tied up, the blood as-
sumed a peculiarly white hue,
obliterating altogether the appear-
ance that blood had been drawn ;
for it resembled a basin of milk
more than any thing else. Not
being satisfied with its very odd
appearance, I selected another
basin, and took away live ounces
more ; which had the same com-
plexion and character as the oth-
er. One ounce more in a sepa-
rate vessel followed ; and deliqui-
utii for a few minutes succeeded.
A powder was given, composed
of calomel and rhubarb ; and, this
morning, he says "he is quite
well."
As the blood cooled, the white-

ness of the serum became more
and more opaque, resembling
cream ; the crassamentum in the
first vessel assumed a type of in-
flammatory covering, with a coat-
ing of one eighth of an inch in
thickness, of the ordinary bud-
color ; but its body would not re-
sist the slightest elevation without
falling apart ; it is of a perfectly
livid hue, and less in proportionate
quantity to that of serum. The
liquid, in the second basin, bad
the same appearance in color, but
rather thinner in consistence ;
while the coagulum was more na-

tural, very little inflammation be-
ing visible on its surface. The
last ounce bore the same appear-
ance as the foregoing.
As I never met with an instance

of the kind before, and find only
two cases recorded by " llewson,
p. 144 and 146,1' as something
similar,—I intend to repeat the
bleeding in the course of a week,
in order to afford another speci-
men of so very curious an appear«
anee.—Lancet.

Curia's Explanation of Accidental
( 'olors.

M. G. Ouvior thinks, that the pro-
duction of all the accidental colors
may ho explained by this very sim-
ple fact, that the retina which has
just been subjected to the impression
of a color, becomes, from this very
circumstance, incapable of Imme-
diately receiving the impression of a
fainter color of the saino kind. A
very simple experiment, and one
which every body has made, without
reflecting upon it, confirms this truth.
When towards evening, one looks to
a window, he sees the wood surround-
ing the panes of a dark color, whilo
the hitter are still light, If. after
looking steadily for some time at the
window, he turns towards ihe oppo-
site side of iho room, which is darker,
he sees liiere an image of the window.
This phenomenon can only bé ex-
plained by admitting, that the part
of the retina on which the image of
the window is painted, becomes, in
consequence of the vivacity of the
colors of which the Image was form-
ed, Incapable of receiving ftny im-
pression on iho part of the dark
points of the opposite side of the
room ; whence results the image seen
on the wall. The phenomenon which
the retina presents in ibis case exists
more or less with respect to all our
sonsos ; each of which, after being
submitted to a rather vivid impres-
sion, becomes, from that very cir-
cumstance, incapable ofexperiencing
a weaker impression of the stone na-
tures ft is enough to eat a bit of
sugar immediately before taking one's
coffee, to find that the colino is not
sufficiently sweet. What takes placoin ibis case, with reference to the
sense of taste, is analogous to what
was observed with respect to the
sonso ol slghl in the caso of llio win-
dow. The upplicntlon of ibis to the
phenomena of accidental colors is
easy, if, for example, an ace of
diamonds be fixed on a card, one
cannot look on it for a very short
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time, without lotting bis eyes vacil-
late to either side. From this mo-
ment, the eye, having become insen-
sible to the red rays, will only see in
the white of the card, the green of the
hand of that color which surrounds
the red. What proves the accuracy
of this explanation is, that if, after
looking at the red ace, one directs
his eye to a distant part of the card,
he sees a figure of the sanio form,
and of a green color, the perception
which is owing to the cause already
pointed out.

BOSTON, TUESDAY, NOV. 11, 1828.

BOSTON MEDICAL DISPENSARY
REPORTS.

For tho Month of September, 1828.
The mouth commenced with great
beat, and frequent copious showers.
At the close of the second week it
was clear and warm. On the 14th,
at midday, a sudden chango to cold,
with easterly wind and rain, took
place ; and during tho rest of the
mouth .llie weather was changeful,
and ruin, attended by cold easterly
winds, was very frequent. .

NOKTI1E11N DISTRICT.

Whole number of cases, 115. Of
Abortus - - - 1
jEdoptosis uteri 1
Aiietus tertianus - - 1
Aphtha ... 1
Asthma- 1
Blenorrhcea luodes - - 2
Carditis ... 1
Causis .... 1
Chlorosis atónica 1
Cholera biliosa - . 6
Cólica .... 2
Conttisio ... 6
Coryza ozœnosa 1
Diarrhoea - - - 14
Dysenteria acuta - - 7

do. chrouica - 3
Dyspepsia i
Enteritis ... 2

Epanetiis mitis - - 7
Gastritis ... 4
Haemoptysis atónica - 1
Hysteria 1
Icterus cholceus - - 3
Impetigo exedens - - 1
Loucorrhoaa cotnmunis - 1
Odontia deiitilionis - 7
Ophthalmia glutinosa - 2

do. taraxis - 2
Otitis - - . . 1
Parsimonia profusa - - 2

do. suppressio - 1
Parturitio - - - 2
Paruria rctentio 1
Phlegmono ... 3
Phthisis tnbercularis - 2
Pneumonitis notha - - l

do. vera - - 1
Pórrigo galcata - - I
Roseola 1
Syncope simplex 1
Syiiochus 13
Typhus ... 3
Ulcus .... 2

J. W. McKean.

EASTERN DISTRICT.

The number of cases was 105 : of
these, 5 were puerperal ; 105—5=
100 cases requiring medical or sur-
gical treatment. Of
Abortus - - - 1
Artbrosia acuta - - 3
do. chronica - 1

Bronchitis - - - 1
Cephalilodes ebriosus - 1
Chlorosis 1
Cholera ... 14
Cólica 2
Conciissio - - - 1
Contusio - - - 2
Coprostasis constipata - 1
Diarrhoea 9
Dyseuteria ... 7
Dyspepsia - - - 2
Ecthvma cacbecticum - 1
Emesis ... 1
Epilepsia 1
Erythema cedematosum - 1
Gastritis ... 3
Ilydarthrus atonicus - I
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